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Autograph."1 The London Bridge^ when completed, was
exhibited in a gallery in Hanover Street, together with,
among others, The Afterglow and Martineau's The Last
Day in the Old Home. An interesting account is given by
Hunt of a visit of the recently married Prince and Princess
of Wales to this gallery. After examining the other pictures
the Prince naturally turned with the greatest interest to the
London Bridge. " Where is the Princess ? where am I ? "
he asked, searching with his eye among the crowd. Hunt
explained that the picture dealt only with the occasion of
the marriage, and was intended to show the crowds viewing
the illuminations; and the Prince then proceeded to ask
further questions. All of a sudden his eye lighted upon the
figure of Hunt's friend, Combe of Oxford, which had been
introduced into the crowd, and which in spite of its minute
size the Prince recognized instantly. " I know that man ! "
he exclaimed. " Wait a minute; I have seen him in the
hunting-field with Lord MacclesfiekTs hounds. He rides
a clever pony about fourteen hands high, and his beard
blows over his shoulders. He is the head of a house at
Oxford, not a college. ..." and the Prince gradually
recollected further details, recognizing the name when
repeated to him.

In the midst of his activities Hunt found time for social
diversions. Earlier in life he used to refer to dancing as
having no interest for him, saying that he left such frivolities
to his sisters; but now he readily accepted invitations to
balls and was anxious to become proficient in dancing.
Janet Ross refers to him at this time in her reminiscences.
" At a ball at the Nassau Seniors'," she writes, " I was
amused by Holman Hunt asking me whether he had not
improved in his dancing. I complimented him on it, but

1 Early Letters of Edward Lear, ed. by Lady Strachey.